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Who are we?
The NSRBC is a non-profit
organization that has
formed to support and
direct the implementation
of the Source Water
Protection Plan for our
watershed.

Our Vision:
A watershed which provides for the social, economic,
environmental and cultural water needs of the future
generations.

Our Mission:
To create and implement a plan to develop and protect source
waters in the watershed so that the resource can sustain future
social, economic, environmental and cultural needs.

What is the Natural
Edge?
The Natural Edge is a shoreline
restoration program developed
by Watersheds Canada. It is
designed to help landowners
restore areas of their shoreline
that aren’t necessarily used for
water access.

How can you benefit?
By planting a selection of native
shrubs, trees, wildflowers,
grasses and aquatic plants you
are:
• Protecting your shoreline from
erosion
• Creating favourable
environmental conditions for
wildlife
• Improving water quality by
filtering runoff
• Enhancing the local ecosystem

How does the program work?
The NSRBC is looking for restoration sites in which we can help
restore shorelines close to a natural state. When you contact us
(contact info. on page 3) we will schedule a FREE site assessment
where we will come to your property to discuss your concerns and
what you would like done to your shoreline, we will add any
recommendations we have. We will then take measurements,
pictures, and soil samples. You will receive a planting plan which
includes plant species and their locations on your property. Once
you approve the planting plan, we will coordinate the ordering,
delivery, tools, materials, and planting. We invite landowners to
participate in the planting, but it’s optional and voluntary.

What is the cost?
You will pay 25% of the total project cost, this will vary depending
on the size of the shoreline and the amount and species of plants
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that your choose to be planted on your property.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)

Zebra Mussel

What is a Riparian Area?
A Riparian area is a transitional
zone found along lake shores,
wetlands, and stream banks. These
areas produce vegetation that is
richer than the surrounding dry
land because of better soils and
water availability. They have many
important functions for our
watersheds.
•
•
•
•
•

Trap sediment
Filter water
Reduce erosion of stream bank
Reduce flood risk
Maintain biological diversity

Clogged Pipe

Quagga Mussel

One of the biggest threats to our water bodies are Zebra
and Quagga Mussels. They harm fisheries, ruin beaches,
attach to boats, water intake pipes, and other structures
which could cost Saskatchewan millions of dollars a year.
Zebra and Quagga mussels increase water clarity by filter
feeding. Although clear water may look appealing to us, the
lack of plankton in which they feed on means less food for
native fish. Since they filter the water this allows the sun to
better penetrate the lake bottom which creates ideal
conditions for algae to grow.

How do they spread?
The mussels can attach themselves to the watercraft hull,
engine, trailer, and any other equipment that made contact
with the water. They can survive out of the water in moist
conditions for up to 30 days making it easy for them to be
transported overland across long distances.

Prevention:

Eutrophication & Algal
Blooms
Algal blooms can be dramatic and
are a result from excess nutrients
from fertilizers, stormwater runoff,
wastewater, or natural causes.
When phosphorus and nitrogen
concentrations increase with high
temperatures this can trigger an
algal bloom. They negatively
impact waters aesthetically, but
also environmentally. When
algae decompose it depletes
oxygen levels leading to fish kills.
Some algal blooms are toxic
posing a threat to livestock,
aquatic organisms, and humans.

Once the mussels are introduced into a water body it is
virtually impossible to fully eradicate them - making
prevention key to stopping the spread. The Ministry of
Environment is seeking public co-operation. Every time you
leave a waterbody follow CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY before you
enter another waterbody. Persons in other provinces should
take these steps to make sure watercraft and other related
equipment are free of aquatic invasive species before
entering Saskatchewan.
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Aquatic Invasive Species Program 2017
On March 31st 2017 new legislation in the Saskatchewan
Fisheries Regulations became in effect.

Love Your Lake
Program 2016
Love Your Lake is a program
developed and coordinated by
Watersheds Canada and the
Canadian Wildlife Federation
and is delivered locally by
regional partner organizations.
Lakes who participate in the
program have their shorelines
assessed by boat property-byproperty. Shoreline property
owners will receive a confidential
report that contains information
about the health of their
shoreline and recommendations
on what they can do to improve
the health of their shoreline.
Last year NSRBC assessed
shorelines of 5 lakes and
completed over 1600 shoreline
property reports.
The lakes that participated in the
program last year were:
• Christopher Lake
• Emma Lake
• Anglin Lake
• Jackfish Lake
• Murray Lake

Inspection Station Issues:

Research:
In 2017, new research is being done at the U of S to extract
the mussels “Environmental DNA” that they shed in the
water from the lakes and rivers to be able to identify when
the mussels are present in the water. Detection by lab
analysis could be sooner than searching from the shore or
by boat. This year 50 waters will be sampled to look at the
time required to process samples efficiently and quickly.
Fisheries were provided with two staff this year to monitor
for Invasive Mussel larvae - called veligers. The goal is to
monitor up to 50 high use lakes.

Contact info:
Address: Box 458 Hafford, SK
S0J 1A0
Phone: (306) 549-2360
Fax: (306) 549-4061
Email: info@nsrbc.ca
Office Hours: 8-5, M-F
Online: www.nsrbc.ca
North Saskatchewan River Basin Council, NSRBC
@NorthSaskBasin
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